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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

33 S. 11th Street,  

  Reading, PA 19602  

Godõs  

Responsive people  

Acting out our faith by  

Committing ourselves to reach out to  

Each and Everyone in Godõs vast creation. 

***********  

òEPISTLE OF GRACEó 

***********  

February 2016  

Lent Begins on 

Wednesday 

February 10 
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Pastoral Reflection 
February 2016 
 
As we quickly approach the season of Lent, I am truly excited to 
experience this holy season with all of you. Excitement isnôt typical-
ly a feeling I think of when I think of Lent, but there are some great 
reasons for it this year: 
 
It will be differenté 
 
§ This year, we are experiencing Lent with our fellow Lutherans 
from St. Johnôs (521 Walnut St.). We will share a theme: ñOpen 
Our Life, Lord.ò In addition, they will come over to Grace for the 
middle three Wednesday nights to join us for soup and worship. 
I am excited for this collaboration, and I hope you are too! 

 
§ In order to emphasize the beauty and abundance of Godôs 
grace in Holy Communion, on Maundy Thursday, we will re-
ceive larger-than-normal portions of homemade bread, real 
wine, and grape juice. All are welcome to come to this feast at 
Godôs table! 

 
§ This will be the second year of our new, meaningful Good  
Friday worship: The Seven Last Words of Christ. This year, my 
hope is for more members to be involved in leading that service. 

 
It will also be the sameé 
 
§ We will have the same intimate worship style on Wednesday 
nights, gathering downstairs and having time for reflection and 
open-ended prayer. 

  
§ Our sanctuary will be beautifully decorated. From the crosses 
and wreaths of Lent, to the extravagant palms, to the hope and 
joy of the Easter lilies, Grace is a beautiful place to be this time 
of year. 
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§ We will have meaningful Holy Week worship, as always. 
From Palm/Passion Sunday through Easter, we will experi-
ence the holy drama of God reconnecting with our hearts 
and our minds. If you donôt normally come to Holy Week 
worship, I hope you will join us this year. 

 
Let us prepare our hearts for this holy season. May it be mean-
ingful, and in the midst of giving things up, may it even be en-
joyable for one and all. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Marsha 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 Ũ LENT & HOLY WEEK 2016 Ũ 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

and  

St. JohnŪs German Lutheran Church 

Theme: ŬOpen Our Life, Lordŭ 

Ash Wednesday 

February 10 

6:00 p.m. Soup Supper 

7:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

     and the Imposition of Ashes 

[If you are unable to attend worship, Pastor  

Marsha will be available for private imposition  

of ashes by appointment. Call 610.375.3961 to    

schedule a visit.] 

Wednesdays in Lent: 

6:00 p.m. Soup and Bread 

6:30 p.m. Worship 

This year, we join together with St. JohnŪs for 

our Lenten Season. On the first and last  

Wednesday nights, we each worship Ŭat home.ŭ  

On the middle three weeks (February 24, March 2, and March 9), St. 

JohnŪs will join us at Grace. Worship will be downstairs, as usual.  

 

Topics will include:  

Open Our Heart, Lord 

Open Our Eyes, Lord 

Open Our Ears, Lord 

Open Our Hands, Lord 

Open Our Life, Lord 
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 Palm/Passion Sunday 

March 20 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 

March 24 

6:00 p.m. Soup and Bread 

7:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

This year, we will have larger portions during 

Holy Communion.  

 
 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

March 25 

No soup 

7:00 p.m. Worship 

Easter 

March 27 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

Come, journey with us  
from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.   
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January 2016  
Highlights 

DECEMBER:  INCOME $16,350.75 EXPENSES $17,732.82 

GENERAL FUND: 12/31/15 balance was $16,609.25 
BUILDING FUND: 12/31/15 balance was $24,022.26 
MEMORIAL FUND: 12/31/15 balance was $3,900.90 

PROPERTY: Materials have been purchased for altar rails. They 
will be constructed and installed in the near future. 

CONSTITUTION: Revisions to the constitution have been re-
viewed by the Synod. Minor suggestions by the Synod were forwarded 
to the Constitution committee. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Diane and 4 youth will be attending the 
West Berks Mission District 2016 Youth Event at Reformation Luther-
an Church on February 5-6.  Sunday School children will be making 
Valentineôs Day cards for homebound members of Grace. 

Next council meeting will be held on Thursday, February 11, 7:00 p.m. 
Council members will be installed in worship on Sunday, February 14. 

February Meetings 
¶ Grow in Grace Tutoring:  Every Tuesday at 2:45 p.m.   

¶ Choir Rehearsal:  Wednesdays, February 10, 17, and 24, after 
Lenten worship. 

¶ WBMD 2016 Youth Event at Reformation Lutheran Church:  
Friday-Saturday, February 5-6. 

¶ Learning Ministries Day (snow make-up date):  Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6, 8:30 a.m. at Atonement Lutheran Church 

¶ Christian Education: Monday, February 8, 6:00 p.m. 

¶ Church Council: Thursday, February 11, 7:00 p.m. 

¶ Altar Guild:  Sunday, February 14, 11:30 a.m. 

¶ Apple Dumpling Gang:  Sunday, February 14, 11:30 a.m. 

¶ Spring Fling Bazaar Meeting:  Sunday, February 28, 11:30 a.m. 
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Grace Care Team 

Did you know that our congregation has 
14 homebound members? These are folks 
who cannot make it to church on a regular 
basis, but who still feel a connection to our 

community. Many of them miss being able to come to church, 
and they enjoy any way we can touch base with them, whether 
it is through phone calls, cards, or visits.  
 
While Pastor Marsha thoroughly enjoys visiting our homebound 
members, there are not enough hours in the week to visit them 
all regularly and still take care of her other responsibilities. In 
addition, many of our homebound members appreciate it when 
anyone from our church community takes the time to visit them. 
 

For all of these reasons,  
we are forming the Grace Care Team.  

 
This team of people will volunteer to visit one or more home-
bound members at least once a month. They will be trained and 
commissioned to distribute Holy Communion during their visits 
as well. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Grace Care Team, or if you 
have questions, let Pastor Marsha know. 
 

Save the dates: 

§ March 6 after worship - brief Grace Care Team Meeting 

§ March 12, 9:00 - 4:30 - Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training* at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
4201 Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road, Reading. 

* This training is required!  
If this date doesn't work for you,  

talk to Pastor Marsha. 
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Will You Sponsor Worship Items? 

Will you help by sponsoring the altar flowers, sanctuary 
lamp, and/or bulletins for a Sunday this month?   

Sponsorship is a wonderful way to remember or 
acknowledge a family member or friend while offsetting 
costs for Grace.        

Sponsorships available in February: 

Flowers: 2 vases on February 7 and 28 
                 1 vase on February 21  

Sanctuary Lamp:  February 21 and 28 

Bulletins:  each week  

Cost for sponsoring flowers, lamp, or bulletin is $15 each.  

SPONSOR SHEET  
FOR ALTAR FLOWERS, SANCTUARY LAMP, AND BULLETINS 

Name of Person Filling Out Form: ________________________ 

Phone #: __________________ 

Date of Sponsorship: Sunday, ________________  

In Memory / In Honor of:  (Please circle Memory or Honor) 

___________________________________________________ 

And given by  

__________________________________________________ 

Check One: ____ Bulletins   ___ Flowers   ___ Sanctuary Lamp 

Return completed form to Louise McCloughan.   
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Souper Bowl Sunday, February 7 
Souper Bowl Sunday is an opportunity for us to 
reach out and help people who are struggling in 
our community. Because Super Bowl Sunday is 
the day each year when the most domestic vio-
lence is reported, we will collect donations for 

Berks Women in Crisis that day.  Place your donation in the helmet 
of the team you hope will win. This is one way we live out our baptis-
mal promise to "work for justice and peace." Thank you! 

Soupõs On! 
Our soup sale continues through February 7 
with the following choices: 

§ Parmesan Corn Chowder 

§ Ham and Bean 

§ Pasta Soup 

The soup will be sold in 12 oz. cups for $3.00 each.  Reserve your 
soup today by filling out the form below and giving it to Janet 
Bampton or placing it in the offering plate.   All proceeds from 
the soup sale will be used for the building fund.  

Thank you to all of the wonderful cooks who provided soup during 
January.  And thank you to everyone who purchased soup to benefit 
Grace Church.  

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

Soup: _____________________________________________ 

$3.00 for 12 oz.  _______     Date for Pick-up:  _____________ 

Please place order in offering plate or give to Janet Bampton. 


